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and was evidently satisfied with it. Seward made a pencil
correction or alteration that was unimportant and mean-
ingless, when the President said very emphatically he
wished no reference to Congress in any such communica-
tion, or in any such way. Stanton, I observed, remained
perfectly silent though very attentive. It appeared to me
that the subject was not novel to him.

In an interview with the President the Monday follow-
ing (the 2d inst.), I expressed my wish that no letter should
be sent defining the policy of the Administration without
full and careful consideration. The President said he
should see to that, and that Seward's letter as modified by
himself was a harmless affair.

I have sent out another circular in relation to the ap-
pointment of masters in the navy yards. These appoint-
ments have caused great difficulty in the Department, the
Members of Congress insisting on naming them, and al-
most without an exception the party instead of the mechan-
ical qualifications of the man is urged. It is best to be
relieved of this evil, and I shall try to cure it.

I see that Senator Grimes by letter expresses his disap-
proval of the Radical movements in the Iowa State Conven-
tion. Doolittle has been still more emphatic in Wisconsin.
Things are working very well. The conventions in the
Rebel States are discharging their duties as satisfactorily,
perhaps, as could be expected. Some of the extreme Repub-
licans, of the Sumner school, are dissatisfied, but I think
their numbers are growing less. The Democrats, on the
other hand, are playing what they consider a shrewd party
game, by striving to take advantage of the errors and im-
practicable notions of the ultras. Therefore the policy of
the Administration appears to be growing in favor, though
the machinery of politics is at work in an opposite direc-
tion.

October 10, Tuesday. As I went into the President's
office this morning and was passing him to enter the li-